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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 



Four copies of this report are being submitted to 
the Bureau since the Bureau may desire to forward one copy to 
the Department. 

Intelligence 

Philadelp^S^ffl^^^^^5rtmen^^dvised on 1/30/69 his squad 
is investigating this matter. 
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POSSIBLE EXTORTION 



Synopsi 



Telegram Sent by CE °RIC MOORE to Director FBI 
President RICHARD M. NIXON Philari^lnSIa d f • ’ 

Department Commissioner FRANK RIZ7n ’ ^nH 
phia Mayor JAMES H. J. TATE s ta?in, ^^NK RIZZO, and Philadel- 

to kill the Reverend JAMES E BEVEI L *u° me0 !I! V as 2°ing 
Leadership Conference official Chri *tian 

BEVEL'S statements that' ^AMES ea£l RAY*™^ 1 *’ beCa V se of 
murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KTMr tp* c 3S ^ nnocent in the 

ifefe 8 SJS h SS5 E -£ , *S?^£« d 



■ •‘vuaucu, nuuRL ana arJVL 

«ated rnmrn- 



-regardincr n 

~ auu DOTH Stated 

further identified, told them at nei 
in'^threat? 1 ^United States Attorney dlclinedT telegra " s involved 
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1 CEDRIC MOORE, currently residing at 
Southern Christian Leadership ConferenceUeadqu^ 
delphia, was interviewed regarding a telegram he sent 
to J. EDGAR HOOVER, President NIXON, Philadelphia Police 
Commissioner RIZZO, and Philadelphia Mayor JAMES H. J. TATE, 
stating a serious threat was being made on the life of 

Reverend JAMES BEVEL concerning his defense of JAMES EARL 
RAY * 



MOORE stated he is not familiar with many Philadel- 
phia people as he just came to Philadelphia from Memphis. 

He has been in Philadelphia for a little over one week. 




January 20 or 21 > 1969, 
— who occasionally visits 
ence (SCLC) Headquarters, 



MOORE sta ted t 
an individual named 

Southern Christian L eadership Con 

stated that a group of "cats" were incensed at BEVEL'* s 
statements that JAMES EARL RAY, a lleged H i I pp Qf MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR., was innocent. 

"cats" made the statement they w 
in which BEVEL resides. 
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e building down 



could he 
number. 



MOORE <^^^^^^^^^entify J|^mHBfurther , nor 
furnish ^m^^Hresidenc^addreS or telephone 



20 or 21, 
he - 



MOORE also advised that on either Januar 
1969, while walking past a room at 
heard someone say, "BEVEL should 

identify the person who spoke nor could he identify anyone 
else in the room. 
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On January 29, 1969, the Reverend JAMES BEVEL, 
Philadelphia Branch, Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), was interviewed regarding the threats made to his 
life by an unknown group of individuals after Bi-VEL sent a 
telegram to JAMES EARL RAY proclaiming RAY innocent of the 
killing of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



BEVEL said that on either Monday or Tuesday, 

1969, an individual known to him only as 
[of Philadelphia, Pa., who has drifted in 

. Ailadelphia SCLC Office, was in the building, 

and told BEVEL that since BEVEL had sent the telegram to RAY, 
'cats" in Philadelphia were mad at BEVEL'S telegram, 
lid not describe where he heard these people talking, 
wi.w -ire, or when it was said, but the "cats" were 

talking about blowing up the SCLC building in which BEVEL 
lived and that a "contract" (to kill) was out for BEVEL. 

BEVEL said there was no mention made of a telegram, 
interstate telephone call, or a communication through the mail. 
It was all oral. 



Januar^2^^^^^ 

and told BE 
th^^som^' 
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BEVEL again said that he had information and , 

evidence that would prove RAY had not killed KING, but he said j 

he would not divulge this information unless he was allowed 
to defend RAY in court. He did say that RAY had a psychomotor 
defect that would preclude RAY shooting a rifle accurately. 

He also said that he was not concerned about the 
threats made against him by disgruntled "brothers" because he 
had lived with threats since 1961, when he had joined KING 
and the SCLC. 
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MOORE Southern 

Christian Leadership the Reverend 

JAMES BEVEL, v/as interviewed, and he advised that he had no 
information that the threats to the life and sa ^ et y 
had been made by interstate telephone, telegraph, or through 
the United States Mail. 
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Assistant United States Attorney JOHN R. SUTTON', 
Eastern Distrixto^Penns'^^a^a , Philadelphia, Pa. , was 
advised by SA o f the above information on 

January 20, lGb^^an^state^tnat Federal prosecution was 
being declined because the facts did not constitute a violation 
of Federal law. 
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